
Inspection of Tiny Tots Day Care
Rossmore Cp School, Red Lion Lane, Little Sutton, Ellesmere Port CH66 1HF

Inspection date: 11 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time in the provision. They seek out others to join 
in their play and they make strong friendships. They particularly enjoy moving to 
music together and they hold one another's hands and laugh as they dance and 
twirl around. Children benefit from opportunities to develop their own play and 
learning during free-play sessions as they make choices from the wide range of 
accessible resources. They are imaginative and they create characters as they use 
small-world toys. They develop communication skills as they talk with their friends 
about the superhero roles they are playing. Children develop an understanding of 
mathematical concepts as they pour, empty, fill and mould while exploring the 
sand and building castles. They spontaneously count and identify colours within 
their play.

Staff develop the curriculum through the use of children's interests. Most teaching 
is adapted to provide effective challenge to help children to develop, practise and 
reinforce key skills. Staff support children's growing vocabulary well. They model 
language and help them to learn new words. For example, young children who are 
playing with the toy doctor's set are encouraged to repeat the word 'stethoscope' 
and are shown what it is used for. Children are learning the sounds that letters 
represent through planned phonics sessions. Children who speak English as an 
additional language are settled and are very happy to play alongside others. They 
confidently use gestures and sounds to communicate, and occasionally attempt to 
say simple words in English. Some staff are still building their own experience and 
skills to enable them to help children to learn English more rapidly. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children take part in activities eagerly and play and explore freely. They put on 
their coats and take their learning outdoors where they tap out rhythms on 
musical instruments.

n Staff support children who are new to the provision very effectively. The key-
person system helps children to form secure attachments. Staff encourage a 
calm and enabling environment so that children develop confidence to join 
activities at their own pace. They work in partnership with parents to provide 
shorter sessions to aid children's transitions into the provision. 

n Children behave well. They listen to instructions and readily help with the tidy-up 
session before the next activity can take place. They are polite and considerate. 
They use good manners, for example, they thank their playmates for helping 
them.

n Staff provide ideas for parents to encourage them to continue children's learning 
at home. Parents are encouraged to develop children's love of reading through 
the sharing of 'story sacks'. Parents are very complimentary about the provision. 
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They appreciate the information they receive from their children's key persons to 
keep them well informed.

n Staff do not consistently use what they know about children's backgrounds, 
cultures and experiences to promote all children's understanding of the wider 
world and each other's similarities and differences.

n On the whole, staff have high expectations for children. However, sometimes 
they do things for children that they are capable of doing for themselves. On 
occasions, during adult-led activities staff do not maximise opportunities for 
children to develop their own ideas.

n Staff are not confident in their use of strategies to fully support children who 
speak English as an additional language. Managers are keen for staff to attend 
training in this area.

n Staff consider the ways in which children learn and they prepare the 
environment to enhance opportunities to develop children's knowledge and skills 
in all areas of learning. 

n Staff work in partnership with teachers from the on-site school to help children 
make successful transitions into their Reception Year. Teachers come into the 
provision to read stories so that children get to know them. 

n Children benefit from participation in local initiatives to develop active lifestyles. 
For example, each day they walk around the adjacent school's field together to 
take part in 'Smile for a mile'. They enthusiastically develop their physical skills 
as they ably manoeuvre wheeled toys around the outdoor area.

n The provider and the manager have a clear vision for the provision. They 
provide effective support for staff through regular supervision sessions and they 
engage with the local authority advisers to develop management practices.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff benefit from external training and in-house coaching to ensure that their 
knowledge of child protection and the action to take to safeguard children remains 
up to date. The designated safeguarding lead discusses case scenarios with staff 
during team meetings to promote their ongoing understanding and awareness. 
Safeguarding policies and procedures are implemented effectively. Any visitors to 
the provision are informed about the mobile phone policy to promote children's 
well-being and safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance opportunities for staff to develop their understanding of how best to 
support children who speak English as an additional language

n develop further opportunities for children to explore their own ideas and to 
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attempt to do things for themselves
n support staff to use what they know about children's backgrounds, cultures and 

experiences to promote all children's understanding of the wider world and each 
other's similarities and differences in a meaningful way.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY544526

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10091939

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 11

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Fellows, Alun Willis

Registered person unique 
reference number RP544525

Telephone number 07772529395

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Tiny Tots Day Care registered in 2017. The provision employs six members of staff. 
All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above. The 
provision is open each weekday from 8am until 6pm, for 48 weeks of the year. It 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dianne Andrews

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this had on learning.

n Two joint observations of activities were carried out with the manager.
n A learning walk was completed alongside the manager to gain an understanding 

of the curriculum.
n The inspector held discussions with the provider, the manager, staff, parents 

and children during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at evidence of staff's suitability and training.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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